
Making an Impact
August 2019 - Volume 6, Issue 12

Back to School Transportation Safety Checklist
Information provided by The National Safety Council

Transportation Safety

Whether children walk, ride their bicycle or take the bus to school, it is extremely important that they take 
proper safety precautions. Here are some tips to make sure your child safely travels to school:

Walking to school

Review your family’s walking safety rules and practice walking to school with your child

• Walk on the sidewalk, if one is available; when on a street with no sidewalk, walk facing the traffic
• Before you cross the street, stop and look left, right and left again to see if cars are coming
• Make eye contact with drivers before crossing and always cross streets at crosswalks or intersections
• Stay alert and avoid distracted walking

Riding a bicycle to school

Teach your child the rules of the road and practice riding the bike route to school with your child

• Ride on the right side of the road, with traffic, and in single file
• Come to a complete stop before crossing the street; walk bikes across the street
• Stay alert and avoid distracted riding
• Make sure your child always wears a properly fitted helmet and bright clothing

Riding the bus to school

Teach your children school bus safety rules and practice with them

• Go to the bus stop with your child to teach them the proper way to get on and off the bus
• Teach your children to stand six feet (or 3 giant steps) away from the curb
• If your child must cross the street in front of the bus, teach him or her to walk on the side of the road until 

they are 10 feet ahead of the bus; your child and the bus driver should always be able to see each other

Driving your child to school

Stay alert and avoid distracted driving

• Obey school zone speed limits and follow your school's drop-off procedure
• Make eye contact with children who are crossing the street

https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/seasonal-safety/back-to-school?utm_campaign=ADV%20374858&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=75467839&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Au86Cyo1yDIA2-SVtYZt_rbQdwFjEXyr5h0IrFJwpv347Q-ilU0iGURqBFRJcNvweiJjXGWYiL4QxOEji_nhHCXcGCZjQ--LiS-EtUlh2tN0K0Hc&_hsmi=75560221


SCHOOL ZONES
Information provided by the Oregon Department of Transportation

What is a school zone?

A school zone is a section of roadway adjacent to a school or a school crosswalk where signs designating school 
activity are present. School zones are created by posting Sc hool signs identifying the school site or crossing. 
Oregon law includes some criteria regarding the definition of “school” that applies.

Why focus on school zones?

School zones represent an opportunity to address safety concerns in areas with potentially high concentrations 
of especially vulnerable bicyclists and pedestrians. Safer conditions for these users can lead to safer conditions 
for all travelers in the area and can help agencies meet goals related to improved public health, higher rates of 
walking and biking, more aff ordable mobility, and reduced air pollution.

What is a school speed zone?

A school speed zone is a special 20 mph speed zone for schools allowed by statute and defined by school speed 
signs. Th e school speed zone begins at the SCHOOL SPEED LIMIT 20 sign and ends at the END SCHOOL 
SPEED LIMIT sign or END SCHOOL ZONE sign. School speed zones should begin a minimum of 200 feet 
from the school property line or school crosswalk, whichever is determined to be most appropriate. Ideally, 
school speed zones should be kept short to enhance driver compliance. When school property frontage along the 
roadway is lengthy and/or fenced, consider focusing the school speed zone on the school crosswalk,
potential crossing areas, or unfenced portions.

What is not a school speed zone?

Not all school zones are posted with a SCHOOL SPEED LIMIT 20 sign. Th ere may be areas adjacent to school 
grounds where the need for reduced school speeds may be deemed unnecessary. For instance, residential streets 
on the side or back of a school may not need a reduced speed if travel speeds are already slow. A school along a 
street that is already safe and comfortable for bicycling and walking or a school with no students who re gularly 
walk or bike may have no need for a reduced speed. A school crosswalk away from the school controlled by a 
traffic signal may have no need for a reduced speed. Unless a school area or crossing has SCHOOL SPEED 
LIMIT 20 signs, the area is not considered a school speed zone; it is, however, considered a school zone if a
SCHOOL sign is posted. 

Why is going 20 mph so important?

Slower speeds provide more reaction time to unexpected actions of a child. Any collision at a lower speed will
generally cause less injury, as well. The severe injury rate for pedestrians or bicyclists struck by a vehicle at higher 
speeds is much greater than at lower speeds. A pedestrian struck by a vehicle at 40 mph is almost certain to have 
severe or life-threatening injuries. If the vehicle is going 30 mph, a pedestrian still has nearly a 50 percent chance 
of dying or facing life-altering injuries. Crash survivability is signifi cantly better when vehicle speeds are less 
than 20 mph. Even 5 mph can make a big diff erence to the pedestrian.

Click here for more information.

https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Engineering/Docs_TrafficEng/Guide_to_School_Area_Safety.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Engineering/Docs_TrafficEng/Guide_to_School_Area_Safety.pdf


Oregon Department of Transportation

Transportation Safety Division's

2019 Transportation Safety Conference

October 23 & 24, 2019

Spirit Mountain Casino and Conference Center

27100 SW Salmon River Hwy. 

Grand Ronde, OR   97347

The $50 registration fee includes conference registration and lunch both days of the conference.

The Transportation Safety Conference will provide a forum for multiple disciplines of traffic safety advocates 
to learn about traffic safety issues and what is being done from a safety perspective to reduce serious injury and 
fatal crashes in Oregon.  

This year’s agenda includes tracks for Engineers, Law Enforcement and Community Educators/Advocates:

• Agenda- coming soon

Conference Highlights include:

• E-Scooter, bicycle and pedestrian laws;
• NCHRP 17-76 Report on Setting Speeds;
• Urban Design Initiative;
• Safe Routes to School;
• Featured Keynote speaker - Karen Williams, MSSW - Distracted Driving and the youth brain

For questions contact: Kristin Twenge
ODOT Transportation Safety Division
4040 Fairview Industrial Dr., SE
Salem, OR  97302   USA
503.986.4446
Kristin.k.twenge@odot.state.or.us

To register please visit https://odottsd.regfox.com/2019tsd.

mailto:Kristin.k.twenge%40odot.state.or.us?subject=
https://odottsd.regfox.com/2019tsd


9 Facts About Addiction People Usually Get Wrong
Information provided by the Partnership for Drug-Free Kids

There’s a lot of stigma and misunderstanding with substance use disorders, treatment and recovery. But you 
should never let social judgment stand in the way of getting your child the help he or she needs and deserves. 
Here are nine facts to know so you can be better prepared to help your child.

https://drugfree.org/parent-blog/9-facts-about-addiction-people-usually-get-wrong/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=PARENT&utm_campaign=9-facts


Car Seat Check-Up Events and Fitting Stations
www.Child Safety Seat Resource Center.org

Date City  Location       Address    Time  
8/29 Forest Grove Forest Grove Fire Dept     1919 Ash St.                 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm  
8/29      Eugene Eugene Fire Dept      1705 W Second Ave   4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
8/29 Portland OHSU Doernbecher      700 SW Campus Dr Garage D         6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
9/5 Redmond Redmond Fire       341 NW Dogwood Ave  11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
9/10 Corvallis Corvallis Fire Department     400 NW Harrison Blvd  8:30 am - 11:00 am
9/12      Ontario Ontario Fire Department     444 SW 4th Street   4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
9/14 Hillsboro Tuality Health Education Ctr     334 SE 8th Ave   9:00 am - 11:30 am
9/14 Canby  Canby Fire Department     221 S Pine St.    1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
9/16     Bend  Bend Fire       63377 Jamison St         11:30 am  - 2:30 pm
9/21 Vancouver Peace Health Vancouver     92nd Avenue Entrance  8:45 am - 2:15 pm
9/21      Beaverton Kuni Auto Center      3725 SW Cedar Hills Blvd  9:00 am - 11:30 am
9/26 Forest Grove Forest Grove Fire Dept     1919 Ash St.                 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm  
9/26      Eugene Eugene Fire Dept      1705 W Second Ave   4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
9/26 Hillsboro OHSU Hillsboro      6355 NE Cornell Rd #100  5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 
9/28     Salem              Salem Hospital      Parking Garage Mission & Capitol   11:00 am - 2:00 pm

http://www.oregonimpact.org/car-seat-resources.htm
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Click here to order the Distracted Driving Brochure 
(#330575)

Click here to order
the Distracted Driving Brochure Insert (#330582)

Our own Executive Director is now certified to conduct trainings on behalf of the I Love U Guys Foundation 
for the Standard Response Protocol and the Standard Reunification Method for active shooters. Find out more 
about this amazing community service at http://www.iloveuguys.org/about.html.

http://www.oregonimpact.org/
http://oregonimpact.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=ANkuoeBtXRNKO4jlktLuHq9BX_mTeJB2uNCWXYj2Ko3TVI6-SJFihdq_zWNznWpXSom330&country.x=US&locale.x=US
http://oregonimpact.org/Contact-Us.htm
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26ein%3D93-1258474%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ext_ch_93-1258474_cl%26token%3DWBF15kz5BErvXxxjcqcbn5V7R1VNZhxxRXF8T%252FkaPbniwaLGw2vnu4YDV3BeJ79ZzvIdQbrAJxdTRAKaK4hWUA%253D%253D
mailto:jeannette%40oregonimpact.org?subject=
https://twitter.com/oregonimpact
https://www.facebook.com/OregonImpact/
mailto:https://www.oregon.gov/odot/safety/pages/index.aspx?subject=
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/safety/pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Safety/Documents/DistractedDriverBrochure.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Forms/2ODOT/3299.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Forms/2ODOT/3299.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Forms/2ODOT/3299.pdf
http://www.iloveuguys.org/about.html
https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Forms/2ODOT/3299.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/safety/documents/It_Costs_To_Drive_Distracted_Driving_In_Oregon.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/Safety/Documents/DistractedDriverBrochure.pdf

